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INTENT

1.

The purpose of this SOP is to prescribe a standard of grooming that will lend, in
an appropriate manner, to the appearance and safety of the Glasgow Fire
Department members. It shall set forth and establish guidelines and policies for
the Fire Department regarding grooming. This SOP shall govern all members of
the Glasgow Fire Department. The following guidelines for hair standards are
based on the use of personnel protective equipment including a hood and self-
contained breathing apparatus face piece. For all firefighting personnel, all hair
must be concealed within the protective hood and PPE and still maintain proper
fit of all other personnel protective equipment. The hair shall be groomed and
cleaned.

A neat and well-groomed appearance by firefighters is fundamental to the fire
service and contributes to building the pride and spirit essential to an effective
fire department. A vital ingredient of the department’s effectiveness is the pride
and self-discipline which fire fighters bring to his/her service. It is always the
responsibility of the officers to ensure that personnel under their supervision
present a neat appearance. It must be recognized that maintenance of proper
public image, personnel safety and use of protective equipment, dictates that
certain restrictions be placed on member’s hair and mustaches, and members
are required to accept these restrictions as a job requirement.

HAIR STANDARDS

1

There are many hair styles that are acceptable in the fire department. The bulk or
length of hair must not interfere with the normal wearing of a standard uniform
cap, helmet, or self-contained Breathing Apparatus. So long as a member’s hair
is kept in a neat manner, the acceptability of the style shall be judged by the
criteria described below.

a) Hair styles including length shall be neat, clean, and conservatively
groomed and must never be of such bulk or length that it will jeopardize
the personal safety of the fire fighter in the performance of firefighting or
other emergency operations.

b) MALE/FEMALE Firefighters shall wear their hair so that the top and sides
of the head are neatly groomed. Hair may cover part of the ear, but the
lower one half (1/2) inch of the ear (when measured from the bottom of the
ear), must remain exposed. Hair bulk shall not exceed two inches in depth
and not extend more than one (1) inch below the lower part of the collar,
but if the hair extends more than one (1) inch below the lower part of the
collar it must be worn in a pony tail. A free dangling ponytail is not to
extend to a point greater than a horizontal plane extending from the point
of one shoulder blade to the point of the other shoulder blade. At no time
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shall hair styling interfere with proper sealing of the facepiece or the
proper fit and appearance of approved head gear or be at risk of
contamination during any medical incident.

FACIAL HAIR STANDARDS

1.

2l

Mustaches may extend downward and be grown to a point that is no more than
Y2 inch from the jawline, the turn down may not be any wider than the actual
mustache and cannot interfere with the seal of the SCBA facepiece. They must
be kept neatly trimmed and groomed. The use of products such as mustache
wax is prohibited.

. Sideburns may extend down the side of the face, no farther than a horizontal

plane with the bottom of the ear lobe and shall not interfere with the SCBA seal.
The density of the sideburns shall be neatly timmed and groomed. The bottom
cut off of the sideburn shall be an even and clean cut across the width of the
sideburn.

“Muttonchops”, “Ships Captain” or similar grooming styles are not permitted.

Full beards, goatees, or other growth of hair on the chin, lower jaw, neck or
cheeks are prohibited. However, a small amount of facial is permissible under the
lower lip, (known as the soul patch, or mouche). But shall not extend to a point
that is no more than %z inch from the jaw line and be no more than an inch wide.

COSMETICS

1.

Cosmetics are not authorized to be worn by neither male or female firefighters
while on duty, the only exception is the use of clear lip balm, ChapStick, or
sunscreen.

FINGERNAILS

1.

Fingernails shall be kept neat and trimmed. Ornamentation associated with
fingernails is not permitted. Fingernail polish if worn by either male or female
firefighters, shall be neutral or clear in color.

JEWELRY

1.
2.

3.

Any jewelry worn shall not interfere with or hinder any safety equipment.
Necklaces, pendants, and medallions shall be worn under the t-shirt and may not
be worn exposed while on duty.

A wristwatch, medical/identification bracelet or Silicone wristband may be worn
(one per wrist) as long as the article does not interfere with the performance of
assigned duties.

No earrings or visible body piercing jewelry is allowed while on duty. Clear or
transparent piercing retainers are allowed when needed.
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5. At no time while representing the Glasgow Fire Department or the City of
Glasgow shall employees wear jewelry, pins, buttons, or any article of clothing
that constitutes an advertisement; political view, social viewpoint, or a message
that is offensive to anyone on the basis of age, color, disability, ethnicity, national
origin, race, religion, political affiliation, gender, or sexual orientation to mclude
any vulgarity or nudity.

TATTOOS AND BRANDING

1. Tattoos or any form of body art that is visible on the neck, head, or face is strictly
prohibited.

2. Tattoos or any forms of body art (other than a wedding band or commitment
band) shall be covered with white dress gloves while wearing the Class A
uniform.

3. Any tattoo that is deemed offensive or vulgar by the shift commander or above, is
to be covered by the wearing of long-sleeved uniform shirts or other approved
garment if on the arms or by wearing long pants when visible on the legs.

ENFORCEMENT

In the event a member is judged by his/her officer to be in violation of these grooming
regulations, the officer shall notify the next in command. No further action will be taken
at this time. The next in command (if applicable) shall then notify the Chief's Office who
will set a time for the member to appear at the Chief's Office. If the member is judged to
be in violation, the member shall be ordered to comply with the grooming regulations by
the next tour of duty and cautioned against future violations.




